
0068 B-68 
MAGI #0400689104 

N. R. FIELD SHEET 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

NAME 
COMMON: 

232 West Lanvale S t . 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

The Dobbin Cottage 
L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

232 West Lanvale S t . 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Baltimore 
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Maryland 
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Shivers, J r . 
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DESCRIPTION 

(Check One) 
CONDITION , 

Excellent • Good g ] Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed • 
(Check One) (Check One) 

Altered • Unaltered [ g Moved • Original Site fg 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L (it known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A Craw) surviving example of the small "Gothic" house within the city, 

this house has three gables, two verandas, and a bay window, features 

that "made possible the fuller enjoyment of the circumambient scene.•'*' 

Although its original property once was at least twice as large as the 

present lot, the house still stands detached in its garden* Noteworthy 

features of this cottage are the picket fence along the sidewalks, the 

brick walks that hug the house, and the fantasy of the three sets of 

terracotta chimney pots. Inside and out, the house is little changed, 

because modernizing has been done superficially. The house gives the 

feeling of being a simple country house. Inside are four square rooms 

on the first two floors, two on each side of a broad center hall in 

which the stair curves up to the third floor where there are two rooms. 

A back wing includes kitchen and powder room on the first floor and two 

baths on the second floor. The woodwork in the two parlors is late 

Greek Revival in style; the windows are made to look as though they 

were casements, but in fact are not. 

1. Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Architecture: Nineteenth and Twentieth 
Centuries» p. 2£5» 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian • 16th Century Q 18th Century • 20th Century g | 

15th Century • 17th Century • 19th Century • 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education • Pol i t ical 

Prehistoric Engineering Rel igion/Phi-
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Art ^3, Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce Architecture Q Social/Human-

Communications | Literature itarian 

Conservation Mil itary Theater 

Music Q Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

This cottage ornee is significant as probably the oldest residence 

in the district, having been built before l&'^lo'w Its front 

porches once faced the open slope southward towards George Grundy's 

country seat, "Bolton,• and the city beyond. Across Bolton Street 

in another detached house lived the Reverend Henry Van Dyke Johns 

(in whose memory Memorial Church was named). Tradition has it that 

232 W. Lanvale Street was built by the Reverend Mr. Johns for his 

daughter. The first owners were Mr. and Mrs. John Robins,, of 

Burlington, N.J., who purchased property from John Gibson in 18|>0 and 

sold it to Mrs. William ¥. Taylor in 1863. The house came into the 

possession of the Dobbin family through the win, of Mrs. Elizabeth B. 

Vfethered, who bought it in I878, and, it remained in their hands until 

purchased by Mrs. Nancy Howard Venable in 19h9o 

Occupants include distinguished academicians. Most recent was 

Will jam Force Stead, who taught at Catholic University, and whose poems 

appear in the Oxford Anthology of Modern Verse. For more than thirty 

years the dean of the University of Maryland Law School, Roger Howell, 

lived there with his family, including Janet Howell Clark who was 

Headmistress of Bryn Mawr School, 1933-l°3f>> and then a dean at the 

^^University of Rochester. 
^ 1 P"*16 :few 0'fcher structures shown rm Pnpplftt.nr>tff ifigi ̂ p n a v g either 
"**"•. ̂ disappeared or been altered in appearance or use. 
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